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PUBLIC SERVICE 
EVENTS 


Punxsutawney Phil saw his shadow, so 
Spring will be here soon. I actually saw buds open- 
ing on the Pear trees. As most of you know (and for 
those who don’t), Amateur Radio provides a much 
needed service to various organizations in our area. 
That service is the “best radio communications 
S available”. Radio operators help keep the events 
s safe, organized, and under control. These are the 
events that I am aware of today. 


April 1 MS Society Walk Durham & Cary 
April 2 MS Society Walk 
Raleigh & Chapel Hill 
April 29 March of Dimes Walk 
Chapel Hill, Durham, 
RTP, and Raleigh 
May 21 MS Society Bike Ride 
Airport Outlet Mall 
June 2 Crohns & Colitis Foundation Walk 
RTP(Glaxo) 


June 2,3,4 Special Olympics Raleigh Area 
Sept 23,24 MS Society 150 Bike Ride 
Greenville, NC 


Oct. 7 Dorthea Dix Hospital Dix Hill Run 

Oct. 8 American Diabetes Walk 
Umstead Park 

Oct. 13-22 American Red Cross-- State Fair 


You do not have to be a member of RARS 
to help. All you need is an HT, mag mount antenna 


WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
For RARSfest ‘95 


Please contact the following people if you 
can volunteer a couple of hours of your time. If you 
work at least two hours for the hamfest, you will be 
eligible to win one of three door prizes that are being 
given away this year just for volunteers. This is a 
separate drawing from the prize drawings done 
during the hamfest. 


Ticket Sales - Bruce Buck KCA4LIQN LAR AS3R 
Comm Center- DavidFix N4YTO 878-4634 
Security - Rick Jackson KB4RZ 782-1616 
Setup - Doug Sweet AD4UL 481-1102 
Teardown- Dave Thomas K4SAN 7712-6338 
RARS table- Max Bloodworth KO4TV 787-0758 
Social- Fontella Spratley KE4IZZ 662-1626 
Stage- Mike Ramsey KD4OKR TT9-2648 


We will need a lot of volunteers both on Saturday 
and Sunday. The Setup Committee will also need 
people on Friday. The RARSfest is held on the NC 
State Fairgrounds in the Jim Graham Building on 
April 9th. 

Thanks for your Support! 

Cyndi Wood, KD4ACW 
@e2e@eo0ea2e20e202028280800688080808808888888 86 8 
and cigarette lighter adapter (in case you have to go 
mobile), and the desire to have fun (we really do have 
a good time). 

Please contact me on the .64 Repeater or 
call me at home at 481-1102 if you can help us out or 
if you have any questions. 

THANKS and 73, 


Doug Sweet, AD4UL, 
Public Service Director 


| 
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The Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. (RARS), founded 
in 1969, has grown to be one of the premier radio clubs in North 
Carolina. 

The objectives of the club are to promote world wide friendship 
through Amateur Radio; to be of public service by providing radio 
communication in times of disaster, emergency, or civic need; to 
educate members in radio technique, and to assist in obtaining 
Amateur Radio licenses. 

All persons interested in Amateur Radio, currently licensed or 
not, are eligible to apply for membership to the club. 

Dues to the club are $18.00 per year (which runs from July 1 to 
June 30). Applications for membership may be obtained from any of 
the officers named below; from the newsletter editor, named on the 
facing column; or at any RARS Meeting. 

Club meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month, 7:30PM, 
at Forest Hills Baptist Church, on the corner of Clark Avemue and Dixie 
Trail, justoff of Hillsborough Street. 

In addition to the many social and special events, the club 
sponsors a2 m repeater, W4DW, on 146.04/64 MHz. The club also 
sponsors repeaters on 223.04 / 224.64 MHz, 449.5 / 444.5 MHz, 
449.95 / 445.95 MHz and a packet cluster node on 147.57 MHz. All 


repeaters cover Raleigh, and most of the surrounding Wake County 


area. The auto-patch on W4DW is now no longer cloeed and is open 
to all duly licensed amateurs. 


1995 Officers: 


Rick Merkle, KA3PSK 
6412 Sassafras Lane 
Raleigh, NC 27614 
870-8268 

Vice President Bruce Buck KC4UQN 
305 Hillstone Drive 
Raleigh, NC27615 
848-4538 


Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
211 Dundalk Way 
Cary, NC27511 
362-9456 


Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
847-4641 
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The EXCITER is published monthly by the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society, and is mailed at no cost to its members. 

Letters to the Editor, technical articles, items of interest to the 
ham community and guest editorials are actively solicited. 

Any article published in the EXCITER does not necessarily 
represent the views of, the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or 
Society Membership, nor does publication thereof represent concur- 
rence by the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or Society member- 
ship with the contents of the article. 

Articles will be printed at the discretion of the Editor, and no 
article will be published unless it is accompanied by the name(s) of the 
person(s) submitting the article. 

All copy must be in the hands of the editor by the end of the Board 
of Director’s meeting on the third Tuesday of each month. Articles 
submitted for publication may be hand or type written, an ASCII file on 
disk transmitted electronically via telephone modem, or on the ham bands 
using PACKET. 

Ham related items for sale by the members will be advertised 
without charge for one issue, but may be re-submitted as often as 
desired. These ads must be non-commercial in nature. 

Commercial ads will be runin return for the following donations 


to the club: : 

Single Issue Full Year 
Business Card $7.50 $75.00 
Quarter Page $11.25 $112.50 
Third Page $15.00 $150.00 
Half Page $22.50 $225.00 
Full Page $50.00 N/A 


(Commercial ads must be of “camera-ready quality,” and obvi- 
ously can not be sent via ham bands.) Due to the reprographic process 
used, no color copy can be accepted. 

Mailing List: | Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 

7329 Barberry Court 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
847-4641 
1995 Editor: Curt Phillips, KD4YU 
6200 Vicky Drive 
Raleigh, NC 27603 
TT24207 
KD4Y U@cphillips .pdial .interpath net 
CompuServe: 73 167,2050 
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WHAT'S A 
“PERSONAL?” 


For the past year or so, a few (usually very new) 
hams have been using the word “personal” as a syn- 
onym for “name” (as in “the first personal here is 
Gary”). I suspected the orlgin was from CB, but I 
wasn’t sure... so I put out an inquiry on the BBS 
network. Here’s what I got back: 


—The origin of that is really silly. CB operators use 
‘handles’ very differently from the way hams use the term. 
Hams simply mean their name, while CB operators seem 
to have the need to think of something really stupid to use 
instead of a name. 

In CB, if you really want to know someone ’s name 
you can’t ask for a handle as you do in ham operations. So 
they invented the term ‘personal’ to mean your real name. 
It is used in ham radio only recently since the massive influx 
of ex-CB people. 

When I hear the term it immediately informs me of the 
origin of the user. 

73 DE K6DDX 

ip 

— "The Official CB Slanguage-Language Dictionary” 
[Lanie Dills, Dec. 1975] doesn’t have a cross-reference for 
“personal”...but it does classify an inept radio operator as 
a “lid” and the HAM radio term for CBers as “scabs”... 

73 de N7XAQ doug de sierra vista, az 


— I heard that phrase on the ham bands long before 
the CB craze, and long before I got into CB years ago. 
Sane CBers (there were some back then), copied the 
phrase, and some of the Q codes (most of which they got 


wrong <G> ). 
Joe (no call given) 


... and now back to KN4AQ — WA4MIF sug- 
gested “personal” might be an old telegrapher’s term. 
Joe’s response also suggested a pre-CB origin. 

Some of the hams responding to my post had 
stronger feelings about ex-CBers, and I decided to 
leave them out of this article. 

Hams use and overuse plenty of their own private 
language, so it’s not fair to criticize another service. I’m 


a big fan of plain English, unless poor conditions 
dictate otherwise. 

Yes, many of the new hams have roots in CB 
(as do I). Most of them are here because they see 
something better. Most are eager to learn and adopt 
the traditional procedures of this service. If you’re 
here from CB — WELCOME! I hope you’ll look for 
the best examples of ham procedure to emulate. 


Gary KN4AQ 
@@eeeeeeeoseaeaneoeeaoeoaeneneaeneoeeeenaee ee @ 


ARRL FIELD DAY 
UPDATE 


Here’s the latest Field Day line up as of 
press time: 


Band captains: 

80M SSB: AD4UL,Doug Sweet 
80M CW: KS2Z, Todd Ellis 

40M SSB: OPEN 

40M CW : WA4BPJ, Mike Murphy 
20M SSB: NIGMV, John Aceti 
20M CW: AC4ZO, Jeff Wittich 
15M SSB: KC4UQ0O, Bill Bressler * 
15M CW: AD4RK, Chip & Renae 
10M CW: OPEN 

10M SSB: KC4UQN, Bnuice Buck 
Novice/Tech+: OPEN 

Packet: OPEN 

Satellite: OPEN 

UHF/VHF: OPEN 

ATV: OPEN 


Publicity Booth: OPEN 
Meals: KD4WTJ, Barry Weinstein 
* Available if someone wants it. 


As you can see, there is still plenty of 
opportunity for RARS members to get involved. 
There are two captains open for HF that add to the 
transmitter count. The Novice/Tech+ contacts 
count, but the station does not add to the transmitter 
count. 

The UHF/VHF, packet, satellite, ATV do 
not count toward the transmitter count. In fact, they 

continued over > > > > > 


could be combined and run using the same trans- 
ceiver. The bonus points are based mostly by a mini- 
mum amount of contacts per function. 

I am also recruiting operators for the 15 SSB 
station. If you do not want to be a band captain, but 
want to operate, please contact me by one of the 
below methods. 15M will be usable from about 0800 
to 2300 (local) if the band is open like last year. You 
may work as much or as little as you want. If you are 
not a general (or higher) but would like to work some 
HF, this a good opportunity. 

Bill, KC4UQO 

Wednesday night 8:00 pm net 

991-4854 W; 677-1891 H 

bressler@bnr.ca 
eeea@eeoeaoeooeooaoeoeaoeneaenaeneeoesaeonedneoaedeoeesd ed @ 


147.39 REPEATER NOW 
HAS DUAL SQUELCH 


On Monday, 2-27-95, the repeater in Clayton 
(147.39) was modified for dual squelch operation. 
The repeater now requires a PL (CTCSS) of 88.5hz 
to activate the sensitive squelch, but does not require 
a PL (CTCSS) io activate the “tight” less sensitive 
squelch setting. This will allow travelers and those 
who can’t generate sub-audible tones to activate the 
repeater if their signal is strong enough, but block 
unintentional interference from band openings etc. 

I’m not quite satisfied with the tight squelch 
setting and operation as of yet, since the squelch 
actually trips based on “quieting” of a signal rather 
than signal strength. I plan to “and” the tight squelch 
setting with a specific AGC level to make it a bit 
“tighter” and to better control interference from 
band openings, strong packet bursts, etc. 

The recent need for this modification was 
brought to light by a tower rectification problem that 
caused AM broadcast signals to mix with the re- 
peater output and appear in the input passband. The 
tower will have to have some bonding work done to 
eliminate the problem, but the dual squelch system 
will help control the interference for the time being. 

The 147.30 repeater in Wilson will be modi- 
fied in a similar manner in the near future to eliminate 
the problems encountered by band openings, inter- 
ference from the local medical facility, etc. 

73, Dave WB4IUY 
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WELCOME NEW RARS 
MEMBERS! 


Welcome to the following new RARS members: 


K1LEC 
KE4MEQ 
KE4LBZ 
KE4QKV 
KE4NQH 
WB2QFZ 
W2VMD 
WBIFOF 
KE4TUI 
KE4QBH 
KE4SEE 
KE4SEF 
KE4LJM 
WD8NKS 
KE4TMN 


KE4TMM 
KE4QBI 
N3QYE 
KE4PAX 
KE4DNM 
KE4TMO 
KE4TMP 
KE4RHU 
KE4TMQ 
KE4QBR 
KE4TTT 


KE6IXG 


distribute as widely as possible 
to help promote these classes. 


Roland Aldrich 


Jeff Bartholomew 
Matthew Brinson 


Jerry Burleson 
Don Deyong 
Bill Grahn 
Frank Hildick 
Larry Johnson 
Carl King 
Steven Kovacs 
David Kovacs 
Peter Kovacs 
Andrew Lewis 
Kelly Mills 
Paul Mobus 
Edward Nisley 
Allen Pippin 
Glenn Preslar 
James Price 
Greg Seamster 
Michael Shaffer 
Chris Siegl 
Michael Siegl 
Erin Sobon 
Edward Su 


John Van Valkenburgh 


Jim Young 
Dianne Young 
Ray Young 
Tom Zumpf 


Please photocopy 
the RARS Ham Class 
announcement on page 8 


and 


“NOXIOUS” TOWER 
CASE UPDATE 


A few months ago, bulletins appeared on the 
FidoNet and ham Internet newsgroups, about an- 
other case of a ham in trouble with the courts and his 
neighbors over his tower. The bulletins claimed the 
ham has been ordered off the air, and to take the tower 
down. It asked all hams reading the message to send 
mail to the ARRL asking for their assistance (and 
perhaps hinted that the ARRL was reluctant to do so). 

That bulletin roused the ire of hams who read 
it — INJUSTICE again! The courts seemed to be 
preempting federal law, with dire consequences to all 
of ham radio. But the story in the bulletin was incom- 
plete. As the letter from the ARRL below will show, 
this was another case of a Private Contract being 
violated (that is, restrictive covenants on private 
property), and although one court DID order a total 
ban on transmissions, that ban was overturned on 
appeal by a higher court. The ARRL did get involved, 
but the result is still unsatisfactory. 

When I read about any tower case, my “BS 
Detgctor” is usually set for high sensitivity. We don’t 
do ourselves any favors when we exaggerate the 
circumstances. And there is big confusion between 
city, county and state regulation — which might be 
preempted by federal law — and private “restrictive 
covenants” that are part of the contract you sign 
when you buy a home, that are not preempted. 


(I’m not an attorney, but I play one on TV) 
<<< << messages viaKN4AQ > > > > > 
* Onginally To: George Henry 

Here is the reply I received from Dave Sumner 
at ARRL HQ regarding the Brower antenna case in 
Florida: 

Dear George: 

Thank you for your expression of concern 
about the outcome of the Brower case in Florida. 
Because most reports of the case have been incom- 
plete, it may be helpful to you to have some back- 
ground. 

The Browers live in a subdivision called Sub- 
urban Acres in Vero Beach, Florida. Their deed 


contains a number of restrictive covenants, among 
them one that prohibits any noxious or offensive 
activity on any lot, and any activity that may be or may 
become an annoyance or nuisance to the neighbor- 
hood. Another covenant prohibits buildings on lots 
other than one detached dwelling not to exceed two 
stories in height. 

In October 1990, the Browers erected an 87- 
foot-tall tower/antenna system and operated it with a 
kilowatt HF transmitter. A number of neighbors com- 
plained, alleging a variety of interference to elec- 
tronic equipment. Failing to obtain satisfaction, 15 
neighbors filed suit in Florida Circuit Court on Decem- 
ber 5, 1990. The suit sought relief on several grounds, 
including common law nuisance and violation of the 
restrictive covenants. 

Two weeks later, the Browers sought re- 
moval of the case from state to federal court on the 
grounds that the FCC has exclusive jurisdiction over 
radio interference. On February 25, 1991, the federal 
court ruled that the common law nuisance complaint 
was preempted, and dismissed that claim. However, 
the Court noted that “With respect to the remainder 
of Plaintiff's claims, Defendants admit that they are 
solely a matter of state law.” Therefore, the Court 
exercised its discretion and remanded these other 
claims to the state Circuit Court. 

The case went to trial in state Circuit Court. 
In the course of the trial, the Browers testified that 
they had previously used a smaller antenna and that 
there had been no complaints from the neighbors. 
Their neighbors also testified that their problems 
started with the installation of the 87-foot tower/ 
antenna. Judgment was rendered on January 25, 
1993. The state Circuit Court decided that both the 
presence of the antenna and the existence of interfer- 
ence violated the provisions of the covenant, and 
issued an injunction ordering the tower/antenna to be 
removed and prohibiting the Browers from “further 
amateur radio transmission from their Suburban Acres 
Subdivision home.” The Browers filed notice of 
appeal to the District Court of Appeal of Florida, 4th 
District, on February 2, 1993. At this point the ARRL 
was contacted, and our General Counsel submitted 
a Brief Amicus Curiae in support of the appeal. 

On September 9, 1994, the Court of Appeal 
filed its opinion on the appeal. The Court of Appeal 
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affirmed parts of the Circuit Court’s decision, and 
reversed other parts. The Court of Appeal found that 
the tower/antenna violated the restrictive covenant 
prohibiting any noxious or offensive activity on any 
lot, and any activity that may be or may become an 
annoyance or nuisance to the neighborhood, because 
the record from the trial court established a causal link 
between the installation of the 87-foot tower/antenna 
and the subsequent interference. It did not rule on 
whether the trial court was correct in deciding that the 
tower/antenna also violated the second covenant, 
limiting the number and size of buildings. 

However, the Court of Appeal found that the 
injunction was overly broad in that it even went 
beyond the relief sought by the plaintiffs, who had 
sought to prevent interference with their televisions, 
radios, telephones, and computers and had not sought 
a ban on all transmissions. The Court of Appeal said: 
“In the instant case, there are some amateur radio 
transmissions that the Browers could make from their 
home that would not cause any interference with the 
neighbors’ electronic devices. . . . Therefore, the 
injunction issued by the trial court is overly broad 
because it prohibits all radio transmissions, regard- 
less of whether they interfered with the plaintiffs’ 
electronic devices.” 

The Court of Appeal directed the trial court 


to modify the injunction so as to limit it to those | 


transmissions that interfere with the neighbors’ use 
of their electronic devices. 

The Browers sought certification of the is- 
sue to the Florida Supreme Court as a question of 
extreme public importance, the only realistic way of 
getting the matter before the Supreme Court under 
Florida law, but their request was denied. A petition 
for rehearing by the Court of Appeal was denied 
despite a Statement of Support filed by the ARRL in 
which we argued that even as modified, the injunction 
utrudes on FCC junisdiction in the licensing of radio 
stations and is an unreasonable burden on interstate 
commerce. 

On December 15, 1994, the Browers were 
ordered by the Circuit Court to remove the tower/ 
antenna within 35 days; to make no further amateur 
radio transmissions which interfere with the plain- 
tiffs’ use of their electronic devices; and to pay the 
plaintiffs’ costs of $1,508.49. 
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This result is clearly unsatisfying to radio 
amateurs. The League has consulted a number of 
knowledgeable attorneys with regard to the case. 
There is no further avenue of appeal available under 
Florida law. With regard to returning to federal court, 
we are advised that further relief in the federal courts 
is not available because the state courts’ jurisdiction 
has been conceded and because the decision is based 
exclusively on interpretation of a covenant that the 
Browers freely entered into when they purchased 
their property. 

We disagree with the finding that there was 
a causal link between the installation of the antenna 
and the alleged interference. If this were not a cov- 
enant case, we are confident that federal preemption 
would have precluded this finding. Given the nature 
of the devices that were allegedly affected by inter- 
ference, the cause of most if not all of the problems 
is to be found in the design of the devices. In effect, 
what the court found in this particular case was that 
the residents of Suburban Acres had mutually agreed 
to not annoy one another, and that the Browers’ 
installation of the 87-foot tower/antenna and subse- 
quent operation violated this agreement. This finding 
only applies to the particular set of facts in this case 
and is not a precedent, although the Browers’ expe- 
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rience should discourage amateurs from agreeing to 
similarly worded covenants and is bound to cause 
concern among amateurs who are already subject to 
such covenants but who may have regarded them as 
unimportant. 

The Browers are not precluded from operat- 
ing, but the injunction is bound to have a chilling effect 
on their activity unless good neighbor relations can be 
restored, which seems unlikely. The Circuit Court 
now claims jurisdiction for the purpose of enforce- 
ment of its judgment, which means that if the neigh- 
bors file any further complaints, the court will have to 
determine whether the injunction has been violated. 
Should that occur, if requested the League will try to 
be of assistance. 

Covenant cases are extremely difficult be- 
cause they are interpreted as private contracts. In its 
present form, PRB-1, which has been of great help to 
countless amateurs in battling zoning restrictions, 
does not apply to covenants. As covenants become 
more pervasive, the housing options that are available 
to radio amateurs become ever more limited. The 
League continues to work to find solutions to this 
growing problem. In the meantime, amateurs are 
advised to read deed restrictions and covenants very 
carefully before purchasing any property that is sub- 
ject to such restrictions. Should there be any doubt in 
your’ mind about possible impact on your pursuit of 
Amateur Radio, consult your attorney before signing 
any agreement. 

Sincerely, David Sumner, K1ZZ 
Executive Vice President 


via Gary KN4AQ 
@ee@ee@eeoeoesaeseeoenaeneaesaeaseaesda@a#seaeaxeneaee @ @ 


TIPS FOR IMPROVING 
CODE SPEED 


1. Practice. A half an hour once or twice a 
week will probably not really help much in picking up 
code speed. A half hour a day will probably help a lot. 
I recommend either a code-practice program or lis- 
tening on the air. WIAW is a good source of code 
practice material at known speeds. The schedule for 
W1AW is periodically published in QST and is avail- 
able from our mail server (info@arrl.org). 

2. Practice on the air. There is really nothing 
to beat on-the-air contacts to increase your code 
speed. This needs to be regular and frequent to have 
a real effect. 

3. Contests. CW contests are a great way to 
pick up speed fast! What I used to do to copy the ham 
going a zillion words a minute was to park on the 
frequency and listen until I got the call right. I would 
then call at whatever speed I was comfortable. He 
came back at a zillion wpm, but I could pick out my 
call. He sent the exchange. Maybe I copied it, maybe 
I didn’t, but I didn’t care — I wasn’t sending in a log. 
I sent “R” and sent my exchange at whatever speed 
I was comfortable at. He copied it and went happily 
on with the contest. I moved on to the next high-speed 
QSO. Not real rewarding in terms of QSO content, but 
I sharpened my CW skills, picked up a few new states 
and gave out a few contact points. 

4. Listen. It is difficult writing fast; it is diffi- 
cult to copy fast. Why combine them? I don’t write 
down words as I speak with someone, I just listen. For 
conversational CW, I just listen. At first, it is hard; 
even now I have to concentrate a bit to listen to 7 wpm. 
It gets easier at 15 or 20 wpm and up. So, if you are 
just listening, and miss a bit of code practice, so what. 
As a bit of time goes on, you will find that you will miss 
less and less. You can indeed listen just fine. Now it 
is time to listen faster. 

5. Copy words. At about 10 wpm one is 
copying letter by letter. At greater than 10 wpm, one 
starts to copy words. Actually, for me, reality is 
somewhere in between. To practice this skill, listen to 
an entire word, then try to figure out what it was. 

continued on page 9 


DISCOVER HAM RADIO 


Amateur Radio License Classes 
Talk to Hams around the world! 


And beyond! 


ae WATEUR RAD; 


O SOc, 


“ORLDWiDE FRIENDS 


Northern Telecom Training Center 
March 14th through April 20th 
Tuesday & Thursday Evenings 

7:30 - 9:30 PM 
Novice & Technician (Code & No-code) 
For information, please cali 
Lynn Pitegoff KO4QH - 787-1111 


or 
Mike Murphy WA4BPJ - 847-4641 


RALEIGH AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 


Tips for Improving Code Speed 


continued from page 7 


6. Copy behind. The above-mentioned skills 
flow naturally into copying behind. In this written- 
copy practice mode, one listens to entire words, or 
groups of words, before writing them down. As your 
actual *copying* ability improves, you can then use 
this skili to move on to being able to write it all down. 
The integration of copying and writing ability is a 
separate skill — one that can be developed after the 
others are well on their way to improvement. 

7. How to pass the CW test. Purists will hate 
me, but I will point out that with most VEs you don’t 
need solid copy to be able to pass the CW test. If you 
can copy 100%, FB — that assures that you will pass. 
But if you can’t, or start getting real nervous, try 
switching to alternate modes. 

The one I like is to listen to the text and take 
notes, writing down names, occupations, etc., as well 
as ALL numbers. You can often answer the fill-in- 
the-blank or multiple-guess questions from your notes. 
If you are still copying letter-by-letter, leave blank any 
letters you miss. You can always skip the last 30 
seconds of code and go back and fill in the missing 
letters from context, if possible. Odds are you will 
have at least 1 solid minute, good for a pass with most 
VEs. If one has written “On ?y va?atio? I swa?, fis?ed 
and sat in the s?n”, one can usually guess what was 
really sent. On the 20 wpm exam, the questions 
sometimes get tricky, but on the 5 and 13 wpm test, 
things are usually pretty straightforward. (When I 
took my 20 wpm before the FCC — I know .. . this dates 
me!, I remember that on the test, the temperature in 
Boston, MN was hot, about 40 degrees F. :-) ). 

Good luck! These techniques work for me, 
and I have heard that my advice on how to pass the test 
has worked for some. When you are all done, you will 
like it, or hate it, but you will have done it. And, until 
the rules are changed, if you want the expanded HF 
privileges, doing it is probably the easiest way. 

73 from ARRL HQ, 
Ed Hare, KAICV, 


ARRL Laboratory Supervisor, 
American Radio Relay League 


SCANNER/SWL SIG 
REPORT 


The February meeting of the Scanner/SWL 
SIG was held on the 20th (third Monday, as always) 
with 15 people present. 

The meeting was held at the Mr. B’s Restau- 
rant on Western Boulevard. Our speaker was Cap- 
tain D.S. Dockery of the Raleigh Fire Department. 
His talk on fire department communications was very 
well received. 

NET: Remember the Scanner/Shortwave 
Listening net, held every Monday night (except meet- 
ing night) at 9:30PM on 146.64MHz, the RARS 2 
meter repeater. 

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting will be 
held on Monday, March 20, 1995 at Mr. B’s restau- 
rant, as listed above. The topic is not finalized yet, so 
stay tuned to the net or give me a call. 

At present there are no dues or fees for partici- 
pating in the Scanner/SWL SIG. If you have non-ham 
friends interested in scanning or SWLing, please 
invite them to attend. For more information on any of 
these topics, call me on the .64 machine,E-mail me on 
the RARS BBS or call me (voice) at 919-772-0207. 


Cunt KD4YU 
@@eeeeoeeoedee@eeda@3deazde@~dseode@e@eeee@ed ee ee 8 @ 


COMBINED ARES 
MEETING 


NORTH CAROLINA / SOUTH CAROLINA 
MARCH 11, CHARLOTTE HAMFEST 


There will be a combined meeting for Ama- 
teur Radio Emergency Service members from both 
North and South Carolina at 9 a.m., in the meeting 
room area at the Charlotte hamfest. 

Note the 9 a.m. start for the ARES meeting — 
just as the hamfest itself opens. You don’t have to 
enter the hamfest itself to get to the meeting. So skip 
the enterance lines, attend the ARES meeting, any 
key-and stroll into the hamfest a little later. 

Also, there will be a North Carolina NTS 
meeting at 3:30 Saturday. 

73, Gary Pearce KN4AQ . 


MINUTES OF THE MEETING 


RARS Board Meeting 
January 17,1995 


The monthly Board meeting of the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society was held at the Forest Hills 
Baptist Church on January 17. The meeting was 
called to order by KC4UQN at 7:07p. Members 
present were: KD4ACW, KN4AQ, WA4BPJ, 
KM4BU, K4HF, KB4MDZ, KA3PSK, KO4QH, 
AD4UL, KC4UQN, KD4YU, and AC4ZO. 

The November minutes were approved on 
motion by K4HF, seconded by KN4AQ. 

WA4BPJ gave the Treasurer’s report. 

In his VP report, KC4UQN announced that 
the February General meeting topic will be SkyWarn 
spotter training. There will be a special start time of 
7:00p. Bruce also said that he is in need of organizers 
for the RARS birthday party in March, and is seeking 
volunteers. 

KD4ACW reported on the hamfest com- 
mittee. She said that the tickets and flyers have been 
received, and that everything is on schedule. A 
meeting is planned at the home of K4HF on January 
23: 

KN4AQ reported favorably publicity in 
December. RARS and ham radio enjoyed coverage 
when TV channel 11 came to Rex Hospital to cover 
the Operation Santa, an event that puts hospitalized 
children in touch with Santa via ham radio. 

KO4QH happily reported that the Educa- 
tion SIG has been successful in performing a ham 
radio demonstration in the public schools. The dem- 
onstration was conducted by Mike, WA4BPJ and 
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was well received by the students and faculty. Lynn 
has been contacted by the Boy Scouts about doing 
something for them. RARS classes will start the first 
week of March. 

AC4ZO announced that RARS has received 
a letter of thanks from the ARRL for our contribution 
to the reprint of Archie comics. 

WA4MIF brought a letter to the Board from 
AMSAT that appeals for contributions for their phase 
3D project. RARS is an AMSAT member. On motion 
by KD4ACW, seconded by WA4BPJ, the Board 
voted to donate $250 to AMSAT for the phase 3D 
project. 

KA3PSK announced that the W4DW Packet 
Cluster is now operational and located at his house. 
Debugging is underway. 

During Board member comments, the Board 
collectively welcomed Bruce, KC4UQN to his new 
position as Vice President. (applause) 

AD4UL summarized last years public ser- 
vice events, and announced several events already 
scheduled for this year. Many volunteers will be 
needed. 

K4HF has the hamfest flyers and vendor 
packages ready for distribution. 

KN4AQ distributed the new SERA band 
plan for UHF. He also described an ARES operation 
that took place this past weekend. Hams staffed the 
ham station at the State EOC (emergency operations 
center) from 2:00p on Saturday 11, until 6:00a on 
Sunday 12. 

The secretary was directed to put EOC ac- 
tivities on the agenda for the February Board meeting. 

On motion by AC4ZO, the meeting adjourned 
at 8:42p. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO - Secretary 


KC4KIC 
Sam Johnson . 
Attorney 
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This desirable and productive advertising space F 
can be yours in a future EXCITER. . 
. Well actually, we've kind-of got this space 
already obligated, but an equally desirable 
and productive space 

can be yours if you act today... 

or tomorrow or reasonably soon 

after that. 
See page 2 for details. 


Regular RARS Meeting 
February 7, 1995 


The regular meeting of the Raleigh Ama- 
teur Radio Society was held on February 7, 1994 at 
the Forest Hills Baptist Church on Clark Avenue. 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00p by Bruce 
KC4UQN. 

WA4BPJ gave the Treasurer’s report. 

Glen WA4LHE announced that the VHF/ 
UHF SIG meets tomorrow, and that they are taking 
up a collection for AMSAT, an organization that 
RARS supports. 

Lynn KO4QH reported on activities of the 
education SIG. She said that the RARS class will 
begin on March 14 at the Northern Telecom Tech- 
nical Training Center. We are getting use of the 
facility for free. Thanks were given to all who 
helped secure the location. 

Curt KD4YU announced that the Exciter is 


late because of a problem with the mail. This Exciter 
contains an updated roster. 

Cyndi KD4ACW reported that the hamfest 
preparations are well under way. It is scheduled for 
April 9, and tickets were on sale at the meeting. 
Volunteers are still needed for most committees. 

Rick KA3PSK said that on March 4, Tom 
KM4LB will be conducting “show- and-tell” at the 
State Emergency Operations Center (EOC) in Ra- 
leigh. This is a good opportunity for hams to see the 
facilities there. 

Walt AB4DQ introduced two guests from 
Uruguay. They were CX9ABR George and his son 
Diego. (applause) 

Gary KN4AQ said a few words about 
SkyWarm, and then introduced the speaker for the 
evening, George Lemons, from the National Weather 
Service. The topic was SkyWarn spotter training. 

Door prizes went to WSPGX, KE4QNG, 
and KC4SAM. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:50p. 

Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO, Secretary 
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Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 17124 
Raleigh, NC 27619 


Address correction requested. 


First Class Mail 
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: Calendar of Events: March 1995 ; 
e me etitiut = eg) ee oh ae ae oe gs 
e @ 
e Mar. 4,5: ARRL SSB DX Contest x 
¢ Mar. 7: RARS ANNUAL AWARDS PARTY, 7:30PM, : 
- Forest Hills Baptist Church (see page 2 for directions) . ; 
*Mar. 11-12: Charlotte Hamfest, info, Alan AB4OZ, 787-1111 : 
e Mar. 14: RARS sponsored Novice/Tech Classes start, see page 8, e 
ss info, Lynn KO4QH,787-1111 : 
e Mar. 15: RARS VHF/UHF SIG meeting, info, Woody KJ4SO, 848-1844 2 
® Mar. 16: Triangle Amateur TV Assoc., info, Brian KD4BFJ, 554-1279 : 
e Mar. 20: RARS Scanner/Shortwave Listening SIG, info, Curt KD4YU, 772-0207 ; 
® Mar. 21: RARS Advisory Board meeting, 7PM, Forest Hills Baptist Church, : 
e ALL RARS MEMBERS ARE WELCOME! e 
* Mar. 25,26: CQ WW WPX Contest : 
e Mar. 26: Down East Hamfest, Kinston, NC, info, Alan AB4OZ, 787-1111 ‘ 
® Mar. 28: RARS Crystals, 6:30PM, Ryan’s Steakhouse Crossroads Plaza, . 
a info, Lynn KO4QH, 787-1111 e 
= Apr. 4: Regular RARS meeting w/ICOM America & Comm. Headquarters, Inc. : 
-e Apr. 9: RARS ANNUAL HAMFEST & COMPUTER FAIR; e 
16 Social Saturday Night-- Hamfest flyer enclosed : 
eje.0-0 60 000.0 00.0 600 ance 6 0's ee 60066 66 als oul bre aicleiett nnn 


